Addendum Comments to the 2010 ISDRA DRAMP

We always have known that rain is what makes the PMV grow or not grow, but no correlation has ever been done. To that end, here it is.

The rainfall data was taken from the Cauhilla ranger station and the Buttercup automated weather station (AWS) web pages. Each plot is the rainfall for the month as indicated added to the previous month - so it accumulates. The chart shows only rainfall from September through April as rains in other months probably don't do much good for the PMV and would clutter the graph. PMV numbers were taken from the BLM survey reports and are divided by 250,000 to keep the graph scale within reasonable limits.

The chart covers the following growing seasons:

2003 Survey for the 02-03 Growing Season: Not much rain so low PMV numbers
2004 Survey for the 03-04 Growing Season: What little rain there was came too late
2005 Survey for the 04-05 Growing Season: Rains started in August and were consistent through the season resulting in explosive germination and seed production. As perfect a rain curve as we're likely to see.
2006 Survey for the 05-06 Growing Season: A big storm in August, then little after that resulting in the worst year
2007 Survey for the 06-07 Growing Season: Fair amount of rain at beginning of season, not much after that - fewer numbers than if rain had continued.

Even though not scientific (but the data used is), the rain data we have is from only two stations, and rains can occur in one area and not another, it still paints a vivid picture - bottom line: the amount and timing of rain makes the plants grow (or not). 

Given that several of the BLM and other studies indicate that less than 1% of the PMV are impacted by OHV activities, it is easy to see that rainfall, more than anything else, is responsible for PMV numbers or the lack of them.

Please see the PDF below and attached.
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